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After 17 years of roasting, Fonté
Coffee will open first retail store
inside Four Seasons Hotel

Melissa Allison

Paul Gdom started roasting coffes in Seattle in 1992, the day
after ha finished collage.

His company —- Fonte Coffee Roaster -- has built a national
reputation with customers including Wynn Las Vegas and tha St. 0 ¥ OF FOMTE COFF
Regis Hotel In New York, Fonté has 25 employees and can roast  Paul Odom, owner of Forité Coffee Roaster
up to 10,000 pounds a day at its roastery in Georgetown.

"Hers in Seattle, we've been pretty low profile,” Odom said.

That will change baginning In kate July, when Fonté opens ils first retail bocation just south of Fran's Chocolatas in the
Four Seasons Hotel in downtown Seattle.

It will offer four kinds of aspresso sach day: a "typical milk-drink espressoe,” an espresso for peopla who prefer shots, a
single-ongin esprasso and a decaf,

Esprassa shots will ba pulled from & machine made by Belgian artist Kees van dar Westen, who worked with Fonté to
build a mostly manual machine that slowly builds pressure at the beginning "so it doesn't shock the coffes " Odom
said,

Although Fonté coffes is sarved at Uptown Espresso and the restaurant Crush in Seatthe, It hasn'l opened its own
retdll outlet because "we didn't want o put up & bar in some random place. We wanted to do somathing new that
hadn't been done before,” sald Odom, & Seattle native whose father. Milt, founded the bottling company that first put
Coca-Cola in 8 can.

"There are a ot of good coffes bars in Seattle,” he said. "The way we'r2 going to do it iz approachable, with not a lot
of attitude. The beverage will get the same price point as any other bar, but you'll get coffeas that might have 18 bags
in world, We'll have those on a daily basis. And wa'll have coffees that are mere rare than that”

It will serve beer and wine, and a limited foed menu being developed with Crush chef and owner Jason Wilson.

Tysan Dutta, previously sommelier and a manager for the Herb Farm inVWoodinville, will run the new coffee bar.
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